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* * * To explore the field of Florida history, to seek
and gather up the ancient chronicles in which its annals are
contained, to retain the legendary lore which may yet throw
light upon the past, to trace its monuments and remains, to
elucidate what has been written, to disprove the false and support the true, to do justice to the men who have figured in the
olden time, to keep and preserve all that is known in, trust
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ANTHROPOLOGY IN FLORIDA
Any attempt to investigate the origin and customs
of the aborigines of Florida through reliance on written materials is almost immediately frustrated by the
paucity of such material and the scantiness of data
available. Even an attempt to summarize the work
done by field investigators leads to the baffling task
of trying to reconcile conflicting theories, a condition that arises from the fact that the conclusions
reached as to the origin, antiquity, and life of the
early peoples of Florida are so indefinite. Yet there
are few regions in the United States more abundantly supplied with mounds that call for further investigation. Dr. Ales Hrdlicka wrote of the southwestern
coast in 1918:
This region contains a wealth of archaeological
remains which would long since have created quite
a stir if located in a more accessible part of’the
country.
Rut before venturing into the archaeological work
that has been done in Florida, it is best to ascertain
the ethnology and affiliations of the early inhabitants
of the state.
The first question that arises; of course, is that of
the antiquity of man in Florida, although the problem
is largely an archaeological one. This problem is the
“subject of many discussions and controversies”. In
some places human bones have been found in a petrified state or in close association with those of extinct
animals and these have been taken as proofs of man’s
antiquity in Florida. Yet in many cases the association of fossils of extinct species has been intrusive
1 Hrdlicka, The Anthropology of Florida, Publications
of the Florida State Historical Society ( D e L a n d , Florida,
1922), 1.
2
ibid., 68.
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while the petrification and inclusion of bones in rock
is frequently rapid. The undergrowth and the trees
growing on the mounds indicate some age as does the
size of the mounds, since it must have taken some time
to build them, whether for burials, domiciliary purposes, or mere refuse heaps. Many of them are undoubtedly prehistoric, with no trace of articles of
European introduction, yet in others articles showing
European influence are found in the upper layers.
Despite the more or less accidental finds of recent
years, which might be held to impute some antiquity
to man in Florida, the conclusion reached by Dr.
Hrdlicka over ten years ago, although conservative,
still seems to be the most satisfactory. He wrote that
no human remains from Florida or any other part
of the Americas
could conscientiously be accepted as representing
man of antiquity. beyond a few thousand years at
most and of other than the ordinary Indian type ;
nor are there apparent any indications that anything much older may in these parts of the world
be yet discovered.
So he held a few centuries before the coming of the
whites as the earliest date for prehistoric man in
Florida, as represented in the work of the mound
builders. With no. archaeological evidence of a premound building occupation, such an earlier people
“must have been few in numbers, of similar culture
and of Indian derivation.” Thus the peopling of Florida “was a relatively late event in the peopling of the
continent, and one without much consequence,“ although hunting parties probably came from the north
before the actual settlement. It is probable, however,
that peoples in a hunting stage-of culture reached all
parts of the New World ; so, this implies nothing peculiar to Florida.
3
4

Ibid., 68-69.
Ibid., 69-70.
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The origin of the Florida population has not been
definitely ascertained, although there are several theories, but the present tendency is to point to the north
and northwest as the source of derivation. Frank
Hamilton Cushing concluded that the key-dwellers
of the Ten Thousand Islands were alien comers to
Florida, and that the mound builders of the lake regions of northern Florida
were originally a people of the sea, not of the mainland, were a people who had once lived as the key
dwellers lived, on island mounds in the sea or its
shoals, here using such implements as their ancestors had there used, and carrying ancestral ideas
of habitation and of utensils down from generation
to generation, and so, slowly up into the land.
They built mounds in the sea and this custom became
so fixed traditionally
that withersoever they or rather their descendants
went thereafter, they continued the practice as an
essential tribal regulation.
In the discussion that followed the advancement of
this conclusion Dr. Brinton held that the culture of
Florida developed from a northern center, from north
Florida and Georgia, while Dr. Putnam advanced the
theory that the people came across the Isthmus from
South America, extending through the Central American region and along the Gulf of Mexico over into
Florida, finally being driven onto the keys. This latter theory is substantiated to some extent by an axe
that Cushing found at Key Marco that indicated relations with Central America, and by the fact that
5 Hamilton Cushing, The Pepper-Hearst Expedition:
Preliminary Report on the Exploration of Ancient Key Dwellof the
er Remains on the Gulf Coast of Florida Proceedings
American Philosophical Society, XXXV, No. 153, p. 68.
6
Ibid., 74.
7
Ibid., 7.
8
Ibid., 109-110.
9 78-79.
Hrdlicka,
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successive waves of immigration swept across the
Mississippi, of which the Seminoles were among the
last.
On the other hand Cushing continued to maintain
that these Indians were Arawaks or Caribs who came
up from South America despite linguistic evidence,
since the skulls were more nearly of the Antillean
type than of the northern Indian type. And there is
evidence that there was an Arawakan colony from
Cuba on the southwestern coast within the territory
of the Calusa. Their ancestors had landed in Florida
in search of the fountain of youth and were
forcibly detained by the Caloosa chief, who colonized them in a settlement, where for a long time
afterward they still preserved their separate identity.
So regular communication probably existed between
the tribes of Florida and the Antilles in early times.
Fewkes also concluded that
the evidence is fairly good that the archaic culture
of the Greater Antilles extended over the northern
portion of the peninsula of Florida under a superficial Muskhogean or later development.
And the similarities in culture found in the Cuban and
Floridian mounds are probably due to contact and interchange of cultures.
The proximity of Florida to Cuba, and the existence in both of pile-villages and shell-heaps showing that their makers were possessed of a very similar culture, has led Dr. Fewkes to the conclusion
that there were probably early connections between them.
10
64.
11 Cushing,111; Hrdlicka,79.
James Mooney, “The Ethnography of Florida”, American
Anthropologist, N. S., 7:368A-B.
13 D. Gower, “The Northern and Southern Affiliations of Antillean Culture,” Memoirs of the American Anthropological Association, No. 35, 1927, p. 11.
14 15.
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But Charlotte Cower concluded that the Cushing hypothesis had been largely discredited by the absence
of supporting evidence and that
The resemblances between Antillean and southeastern cultures are not sufficiently great to justify
the belief in any actual migration of peoples from
the southern to the northern continent by way of
the islands.
Dr. Hrdlicka, who concluded that none of the Florida types of skulls point to a derivation from the
southward, gave the most authoritative statement as
to the origin of the aborigines of Florida, based on
physical anthropology :
It would seem from the present facts that the
bulk of the Muskhogean people must have been
derived originally from the more northern longheaded tribes ; that they extended once well towards the south from the Atlantic to and beyond
the Mississippi, but did not occupy, or occupied but
sparsely or only in spots, the territory along the
Gulf; and that then came a relatively strong invasion from the West or Southwest from
Mexico-of people of a distinct type not hitherto
represented east of the Mississippi’; that this Current overflowed the Gulf states and Florida, overcame and absorbed whatever there may have already been there, extended as far as it could northward, and in the course of frequent warfares as
well as in amical relations, became extensively
mingled and even admixed with the contact tribes,
admixing them to a similar extent. The strongest
of these contact tribes formed eventually a political union together with the main portion of the
southern stock, which union was the Muskhogean
confederacy; and they possibly accepted more or
less the language or perhaps the main language of
the more highly cultured southerners.
There are two strong impressions in regard to the
Florida Indians-the first, that so little is known about
15
Ibid., 48.
16 114-116.
Hrdlicka,
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them, and the second, that they have so completely
vanished. We do know that in the northern part of
the peninsula were the Timucua and in the south the
Calusa. The Ais, Tekesta, Hobe, and other tribes were
scattered along the southern and eastern coasts-all
of them of a rather low culture, some without agriculture-and were more or less subject to the Calusa.
The Calusa tribe held the southwest coast from about
Tampa Bay to Cape Sable and Cape Florida,
together with all the outlying keys, and extending
inland to Lake Okeechobee. They claimed more or
less authority also over the tribes of the east coast
north to about Cape Canaveral.
Nothing definite is known in regard to the linguistic
affinity of the Calusa or their immediate neighbors,
although the dialects of the west coast are generally
classed with the Muskhogean.
These Indians, living “partly in amity, partly in
discord”, were grouped in “villages along the Atlantic
and the Gulf coasts, about the inland sounds and
lakes, and along the rivers.” Their organization and
culture was in general like that of the southern tribes.
They lived on molluscs, fish, game, roots, wild fruit,
and vegetables that were raised in gardens or small
fields. “They were largely a canoe people, and the men
were reputed as fighters.”
Living predominantly on the low swampy mangrove- and insect-plagued keys and coasts, that
were further liable to inundation during storms,
they constructed extensive shell-heaps that would
serve as safe, dry and clean platforms for their
habitations. They also constructed canals and sheltered lagoons for their canoes, brought where necessary the shell detritus and muck for their gardens, and built sand and shell mounds for burials
and other purposes.
17 11.
Gower,
18 58.
Hrdlicka,
19 57-58.
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Physically the Timucua of northern Florida, the
St. Johns River Indians, and the Calusa were the same
people, although Dr. Hrdlicka found two types of
skulls, one a prevalent and fundamental type and the
other less numerous and more recent. The brachycephals were found over the northern two-thirds of
the peninsula, while the oblong heads were more frequent in the southern third and along parts of the
east coast. The former have physical affinities to the
immediate north and west, but were probably derived
from the northwest, west, or southwest, and indications favor Mexico. Since the discovery this type has
become very largely extinct except in the mixed survivors of the Choctaw. The more oblong-headed elements of Florida are identified with the Seminoles and
other Muskhogean tribes of northern derivation. In
stature the Florida males were decidedly robust, not
giants in stature, but strong in frame and muscalature, so that it “can be readily understood that they
had the reputation of fierce fighters.“
As for the Seminoles, they were Creeks who came
across the Mississippi before Columbus and dwelled
north and northwest of the peninsula, settling in the
northern part of Florida after 1732 and making frequent incursions into central Florida. Most of them
were transported to the Indian Territory after the
second Seminole War (1836-1842) and the remnants,
about 600 strong, dwell in the Everglades. Thus the
Seminoles do not belong to the prehistory of Florida,
but there is much work to be done in securing more
detailed and authentic information concerning their
customs and manner of living.
Most of the data that have been assembled in regard to prehistoric man in Florida have come from
archaeological investigation, but in this work there is
20

Ibid., 127, 130-131.
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much yet to be done. There is need for the discovery
and mapping of unexplored mounds so that they can
be scientifically investigated before the process of levelling them off into fields increases with the growth of
the population of Florida. In addition, curio seekers
have destroyed many mounds and this tendency will
continue as long as unqualified persons are permitted
to dig into mounds. In 1882, Andrew E. Douglass
wrote that the mounds were
fading away under the corrosion of agriculture
and the elements, and the more serious evil of the
curiosity of relic hunters, intent simply upon the
acquisition of some object of pecuniary value, indifferent meanwhile to the characteristics of the
mound they destroy, and to the facts attending the
locality of the objects obtained which may invest
them with peculiar archaeological value. Relics of
metal have gone into the melting pot and others of
stone have been broken in the handling and finally
thrown away and lost.
There is much weight to Dr. Hrdlicka’s plea for the
erection of national reservations where the mounds are
particularly interesting or plentiful, where archaeologists may be able to work carefully and leisurely in
the task of ascertaining more concerning the prehistoric peoples of Florida. He spoke of “Brown’s Place”
on Turner’s River as “the most noteworthy group of
shell heaps and mounds to be found in the entire
region.”
The site is so characteristic, and probably so
important to science, that steps, it would seem,
ought to be taken to preserve it for posterity, which
could best be done by making it a national reservation. The expense of this at present would be insignificant, and little time should be lost in having
it carefully surveyed, which could be done with no
21 E. Douglass, “A Find of Ceremonial Weapons in a
Florida Mound, with Brief Notice of Other Mounds in that
State”, Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, XXXI, 585.
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great cost or difficulty at a time when the mosquito
pest abates in some measure.
But even the task of digging into a mound by competent persons is not an easy one. Numerous obstacles exist. The chief is, of course, the financial one,
concerned with the equipment and maintenance of the
expeditions for work in regions that are often inaccessible except by boat as is the case in the Ten Thousand Islands. And the mounds generally lie along the
coast or some waterway and are overgrown with trees
and underbrush so that the physical labor required is
not small, particularly when the mounds are, as in the
keys, in swampy regions that are covered with rank
vegetation and trees. Also, the digging cannot commence until the permission of the owner of the land
has been obtained which in some instances has been
difficult. But finally and second to the financial obstacle in difficulty is the biological one. It is hard to
choose a season when the mosquitoes or sandflies or
redbugs or snakes are not decided pests and a menace
to the proper attention to the work. And often after
all these obstacles have been overcome the returns are
very small.
One of the early investigators of the Florida
mounds was Dr. Jeffries Wyman, who worked in the
fresh water shell mounds along the St. Johns River,
particularly around Lake George and Palatka, at various times from 1860 to 1875. He concluded that most
of these mounds were completed and had been abandoned before the whites landed in Florida. He wrote
in 1875:
The only records we have of the earliest inhabitants of the St. John’s are, the shell mounds and
the comparatively few implements they contain.
Judging from these of the progress the natives had
made, it is clear that they too had passed out of
22 Hrdlicka,
36,
39.
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the primitive stage, had become hunters, had made
some progress in the useful arts, and however rude
their implements they were such as could only have
been the result of long continued efforts. They
have left no signs of having learned the art of agriculture, but their tools, if they had any, may have
been of a perishable nature. In the oldest mounds
no pottery has been discovered, the builders of
them no doubt having been ignorant of it. Though
implements of wrought shell, bone, and stone are
met with, they are not numerous, and those of
stone from the interior of the mounds are quite
rare.
He also concluded that the older natives subsisted
chiefly on fish and shellfish since the bones of animals obtained by hunting on land were in comparatively small numbers. But when the whites came these
natives had outlived the mode of life which gave rise
to these habits or had been replaced by others of different habits.
The stone implements found by Wyman showed
that the builders of these mounds were acquainted
with their use from the beginning, though they were
perhaps not in common use. There was a certain lack
of skill in manufacture evident in the earlier implements of stone, but those found on the surface were
well wrought and corresponded to those found in
Georgia and neighboring states. The stone implements
included chips, hammerstones, arrowheads, and rude
celts. Pottery was scarce and always rude in manufacture and ornamentation, obviously made by hand
and stamped in squares. The shell implements were
more common and included chisels, gouges, and drinking shells. He found few shell ornaments and an entire absence of pipes and metals.
Wyman concluded that these ancient inhabitants
of the St. Johns were cannibals due to the condition
23 Jeffries Wyman, Fresh-Water Shell Mounds of the St.
Johns River, Florida (Salem, Massachusetts, 1875), 47.
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of the human bones found and because of the absence
of evidence to show that they were broken up while
exposed on the ground by animals. It was reported by
early writers that the Floridians were eaters of human flesh, and this has since been borne out by archaeological findings such as Wyman’s; Among the animal remains found in the mounds were those of the
bear, raccoon, hare, deer, otter, opossum, turkey, alligator, turtle, gopher, and of various birds and fish.
Some ten or fifteen years later Andrew E. Douglass investigated the sand and shell mounds of the
north Atlantic coast between the St. Johns River and
Mosquito Inlet, excavating more than forty mounds,
but he was chiefly concerned with the burials, and his
principal conclusion was that “the whole district supported a most abundant population in ancient times”
due to the number of the mounds. This, of course,
has not been definitely ascertained. The Calusa are
reported by Fontaneda as not having over 1500 to 2000
persons, while Brinton estimated that the aboriginal
population of the whole peninsula never exceeded
10,000, “which for the maximum of the Floridian
native population about the time of discovery is probably too low.” Hrdlicka continues:
The natives were much more than mere hunting
tribes, but it remains certain that the estimates of
the Spaniards, as on so many other occasions, were
exaggerations. Much larger numbers could not
possibly have melted away so completely between
the sixteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth
century as have the Floridians, of whom since
about 1820 not a known living trace remains ; they
have not even left any mixed population, though
some traces of their blood are probably coursing in
the veins of the Seminoles who have roamed since
over the southern parts of the peninsula.
24 68; G o w e r , 36.
25 5 8 5 - 5 9 2 .
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The material remains of the old native Floridian population, the shell heaps and mounds,
constitute an index of expended labor, of the number and extent of the settlements, and of the approximate number of the burials. . .
but they are complicated by the uncertain time element. And it is
improbable that all the sites were occupied or peopled to the maximum at the time of discovery, and
the accumulation of burials has doubtless taken
many generations, yet plainly these remains enclose a story which, when once properly interpreted, will be of great help to the student seeking
a solution of the question of the numbers of the
Floridian population.
And he concluded that there were no great numbers
except in a few localities. The settlements were small
and the burial mounds were not abundant enough in
number of contents to denote more than a moderate
population, so that from 25,000 to 30,000 would be a
fair approximation at the time of discovery.
The most interesting work and certainly the richest in return was that of the Pepper-Hearst Expedition under the direction of Frank Hamilton Gushing,
which explored the region in the Ten Thousand
Islands and made some remarkable discoveries at Key
Marco in 1895. Hrdlicka described these keys:
These keys, formed by oyster bars, sand and the
roots of the mangrove tree, are from a few feet to a
number of miles in area, and are, as a rule, just
above the level of the sea. But an insignificant
proportion of these islands have been utilized by
the key-dwellers.
Gushing termed the aboriginal culture of the Florida
keys a pile-dwelling one, but Hrdlicka thought the
term an unmerited one. The remains in the Ten Thou26 66-68.
Hrdlicka,
Ibid., 7.

27
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sand Islands consist of shell heaps from an acre to
fifty acres in size, arranged in such a way as to indicate a system of construction.
These heaps are not simple kitchen middens, but
purposely built ridges or mounds, from all available shell. They were elevated platforms, which the
Indian was obliged to build before he could feel
assured of the safety of his habitation from inundation during high tide or storms. They are
rather sterile though not barren of remains, both
cultural and skeletal; but rare individual isolated
shell mounds have served for burials.
It is not necessary to enter into a description of
the various objects of wood and shell that were found
“in the muck at the bottom of a small triangular
court enclosed between ridges of shell,” for they are
described in detail in C u s h i n g ’s preliminary
It is evident that they represented
the remains of a people not only well advanced toward barbaric civilization, but of a people with a
very ancient and distinctive culture.
The collections represent what Cushing called a Shell
Age phase of human development and culture. The
peoples who once inhabited Key Marco understood
platting, weaving, and basketry making. They were
a maritime folk engaged in fishing in the waters of
the Ten Thousand Islands that teemed with fish. They
had fish preserves in the lagoons that were shut off
in such a manner that fish were unable to escape, an
invention of theirs that probably spread to the interior of the southeastern states. The important possession of each man was his canoe, generally a light,
flat-bottomed affair, built rather narrow in order to
run the tidal currents and low breakers. It is evident
that dogs were used in hunting at Key Marco, for
28

Ibid., 48.
29 8.Hrdlicka,
30 82.
Cushing,
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.

skulls were found that are identified as of the same
type as the Inca dogs of Peru.
This “desert of the waters” in which these aborigines lived
both forced and fostered rapid and high development of the people who entered it and elected or
were driven to abide in it.
To build the shell keys and provide an ample supply
of fish it was necessary for the men “to unite in each
single enterprise” which led “to increased communality, but also to a higher, and in this case, an effective degree of organization”. The dangers which were
greater than those of human foemen necessitated
far more arduous communal effort in the construction of places, rather than houses, of harbors and
storm defenses, rather than fortified dwellings, and
the construction of these places under such difficulty and stress, led to far more highly concerted
action and therefore developed necessarily not
only sociologic organization nearly as high, but
perforce a far higher executive governmental organization.
So it was probable that a favored class was developed
and chieftains were nearly regal in power and tenure,
even in civil office.
These people were probably the Calusa and the
power of the Calusa chief was indeed great. Special
food was prepared for him and first born sons were
sacrificed in his honor, while human sacrifices were
made at his death.
Hrdlicka, who also explored this region in 1918,
concluded that the southwestern coast
was peopled during late pre-columbian and well
into historic times by a large Indian population of
homogeneous nature culturally, though possibly
not somatologically.
31 Cushing, 84.
32 Gower, 35.
33 51.
Hrdlicka,
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The remaining problems that confront the anthropologist in this region are, first, what became of all this
population as well as of the more northern coastal
groups ; second, what were these groups ; and, third,
did the remains of the Calusa group merge with parts
of the Seminole tribe.
Of course we know of their struggles with the
Spanish and their partial deportation ; but it seems
strange that such a large population, not only of
the west coast but of other parts of Florida, should
have completely disappeared since the Spanish connections with the Peninsula.
The most extensive work that has yet been done in
Florida archaeology was that undertaken by Clarence
B. Moore who published accounts of his investigations
from 1894-1918 in the Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. His work covered practically the whole of the west coast from Pensacola to
the Ten Thousand Islands and the St. Johns River
mounds. It was a monumental task, particularly in
the value of the collections of skeletons and skulls
and pottery he made from the mounds, which serve
as the basis for the detailed study of the archaeology
of the state. His conclusions had t o do principally
with burials and pottery and it is necessary to mention some of them, not only because of the importance
of his work, but because of the value of his collections
as keys in the study of the aborigines of Florida.
He found the shell deposits of the southwestern
coast of great interest as monuments of the aborigines,
but their contents offered him little reward for his
investigations. The sand mounds of the southern coast
were mainly for domiciliary purposes, and those that
contained burials yielded but few artifracts and little
pottery. The failure to place earthenware with the
dead was attributed to the fact that the custom did not
34

Ibid.
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obtain there. Moore wrote in 1905: “An attempt to
duplicate a discovery such as Mr. Cushing’s would resemble a search for a needle in a hay-stack.“
He found Wyman’s investigations among the sand
mounds of the St. Johns to have been superficial.
While objects of European origin, such as glass, bells,
and buttons were found, they were largely intrusive
and most of the mounds were of pre-columbian times.
Here the custom of burying the most valued possessions with the dead did prevail, although in a few
mounds sherds and earthenware were entirely absent.
Moore’s work was so thorough in this region that he
could write in 1894:
We are of the opinion that no extended notice of
the river mounds can ever again be written, and
we sincerely hope that others may be induced to
take up and to publish reports of the mounds of the
east coast, of the west coast, and of the interior,
that the archaeology of Florida may be redeemed
from the obscurity that has hitherto characterized
it.
Moore’s investigations along the east coast corroborated the conclusions of A. E. Douglass that most of
the mounds were pre-columbian since the objects connected with white civilization were entirely superficial.
His investigations in D u v a l County along the St.
Johns between Jacksonville and the sea led him to conclude :
It is evident that this part of the river sustained
a considerable population in former times, rendered possible, perhaps, by the great abundance of
oysters in the waters near the river’s mouth, where
the low marshes are still studded with shell-heaps
35
B. Moore, “Miscellaneous Investigations in
Florida”, Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Second Series, XIII, Part 2, Philadelphia, 1905, p. 304.
36 “Certain Sand Mounds of the St. John’s River,
Florida,” Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Second Series, X, Part 2, Philadelphia, 1894, p. 246.
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and a few years back contained deposits of great
size.
In his work along the St. Johns Moore studied copper objects especially and concluded that the copper
found with objects of European make was almost universally not copper but brass, and that brass did not
occur with the original deposits of copper in mounds
that otherwise contained only objects of unquestioned
aboriginal origin. The workmanship of the copper
along the St. Johns was found to be aboriginal and its
production was also aboriginal, as he showed by proofs
of a mechanical, archaeological, and chemical nature.
This copper Moore held to be derived from various
sources, but the main supply was obtained from the
Lake Superior region. This, therefore, indicates that
the aborigines of the St. Johns were in contact with
the northern Indians and possibly had more knowledge of workmanship in copper than is generally
supposed.
Probably the greatest contribution Clarence B .
Moore made, besides his exhaustive investigation of
several hundred mounds, was his collection of pottery,
the detailed study of which in relation to the pottery
of neighboring regions might lead to a greater knowledge of the life of the aborigines. In 1901, after his
investigation along the northwest coast, he wrote:
Little of interest but earthenware has come from
the mounds and cemeteries lately explored by us,
but of earthenware a most striking collection has
been obtained. This ware is purely aboriginal in
style, no of European influence appearing in
its make or decoration, which latter is largely sym37 “Certain River Mounds of Duval County, Florida,” Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Second Series, X, Part 4, Philadelphia, 1896, p. 449;
38 “Certain Sand Mounds of the St. John’s River
Florida”, p. 241.
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bolical. A mixture of cultures is plainly apparent
in this ware.
The early inhabitants of the peninsula were ignorant of pottery but
Ample proofs are found that centuries of pottery making preceded the coming of the whites
and this fact coupled with that of the absence of
pottery in the inferior strata of many of the accumulations goes to show that the peninsula had been
occupied for a long period.
In his study of the Moore collection Holmes concluded
in 1894:
In general the pottery of the shell deposits appears to be rude, while that of the mounds . . . .
and usually that scattered over dwelling sites, is of
a higher grade, often exhibiting neat finish, varied
and refined forms and tasteful decorations.
There were vessels for use in all the domestic operations and there were others for ceremonial occasions and for burial with the dead. In the burial
deposits the pottery was often very fragmentary, mere
sherds, due no doubt to the poverty or the customs of
the Indians, but other mounds had whole vessels. The
fragments, however, show the “killing” of pots by the
perforation of the base to free the spirit to accompany
the dead person, or the breaking of them to prevent
usefulness to robbers bold enough to desecrate the
grave for the store of utensils. But Moore held that
the perforation was for the purpose of killing the
vessel rather than protection against marauders.
There was also freak ware made especially for burial
purposes, either in imitation of real vessels with open
39 “Certain Aboriginal Remains of the Northwest
Florida Coast,” Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, Second Series, XI, Part 4, p. 496.
40 H. Holmes; “Earthenware of Florida”, Journal of the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, Second Series,
X, Part 1, Philadelphia, 1894, p. 110.
41
Ibid., 106.
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bases, or rude and eccentric forms which would be of
no use to anyone. The use of the figured stamp with
a variety of figured surfaces in finish and decoration
was common in Florida.
In general there are three types of wares found in
Florida, the Florida ware proper, which “is more of
its kind than is any other of its aboriginal productions”; the South Appalachian stamped ware; and
the Gulf coast ware. This outside influence probably
came through trade for Moore wrote:
On the whole we are inclined to believe that the
best ware found in the peninsula was exceptional
and perhaps got there through barter . . . . Had the
natives of the peninsula possessed vessels of the
highest grade in great numbers, we believe, in one
way or another, more indication of it would come
to light.
At any rate in
material and decoration the pottery of the Florida
northwest coast averages far above that of such
mounds in peninsular Florida in which earthenware is met with.
And it is here that the influence from Mississippi,
Alabama, and Georgia was the greatest. But
Superior as the earthenware of the northwest
Florida coast to most of that of the peninsula; it
does not excel a few of the finest specimens met
with by us in the mounds of the St. Johns River.
Thus the two regions nearest the outside influence
had a superior quality in their earthenware which is
in accord with the importation theory.
But it is not possible here to summarize the work of
42 “C e r t a i n Sand Mounds of the St. Johns River
Florida”, p. 246.
43 “Certain Aboriginal Remains of the Northwest
Florida Coast”, Journal of the Academy of Sciences of Philadelphia, Second Series, XII, Part 2, Philadelphia, 1902, p. 352.
44
Ibid., 351.
45
Ibid.

Published by STARS, 1932

21

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 11 [1932], Iss. 4, Art. 1

Clarence B. Moore. It is more the hope that this brief
study may lead others to similar work in Florida. The
plea for investigations that may clear up the doubt
and controversy concerning the aborigines of Florida
cannot be repeated too often. Thus far the great contributions have come from experts who have come
from outside the state. What is Florida going to do
to enable someone in the future to write more fully
concerning the aborigines of Florida?
The need of expert investigation of these mounds
should be obvious. Too many mounds are still being
destroyed by amateur diggers, too much valuable evidence being lost. There is a wealth of information still
locked up in the mud and sand off the Florida coast
and inland too. What fascinating stories are yet to be
written about the prehistory of Florida, as the material is unearthed. Floridians can best contribute by
locating new mounds, carefully mapping and measuring them, and then cooperate with competent anthropologists with financial aid for scientific excavation.
The interest of anthropologists has been shown in the
contributions they have made in getting at the truth
about the aborigines of Florida. It is now time for the
scientific and historical organizations of Florida to
come to their aid in complete and unselfish cooperation
that the prehistory of the State may be written.
Rollins College
RHEA
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WALKER ANDERSON, 1801-1857
Among the leaders of men who worked to lay the
foundation for Florida’s statehood and her subsequent
growth, Walker Anderson must not be forgotten.
Born in 1801 in Petersburg, Virginia, he early
went to North Carolina where he was educated in the
State University and for a time held the chair of rhetoric there. At the age of twenty-one he married.
Phoebe Hawks, of Newbern, and in 1836 set out with
wife and children for Florida, settling in Pensacola.
His traditions of culture and his ability made for
a leadership which was soon recognized in his new
home ; and within two years he was elected a delegate
to the convention which met in St. Joseph, in December 1838, to frame a constitution for the expectant
State of Florida.
Mr. Anderson had adopted the law as his profession, and it is of interest that his delayed arrival in
St. Joseph was because he was detained in Pensacola
to make his maiden speech in a court of law.
On
December 7 he was sworn in and, took his seat. On
motion of Jackson
Morton,
Anderson’s
added to the Committee on Banks and Other Corporations, a committee which was the storm-center of the
convention. He was also appointed a member of com1 was the son of Daniel Anderson, a native of Glasgow,
and Mary Reid Cameron whose father was Rev. John Cameron,
of Lochiel, Scotland, and later of Virginia where he was rector of Blandford church.
2 other delegates from Escambia County to this assembly, which George R. Fairbanks calls the ablest body of
men ever to meet in Florida, were Benjamin D. Wright, Jackson Morton, and Thomas M. Blount.
3
Pensacola Gazette, Dec. 1, 1838.
4
Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention to Form a
Constitution for the People of Florida. Held at St. Joseph,
December, 1838. (St. Joseph, 1839) p. 2.
5
Ibid., p. 13.
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mittees of lesser importance, and later was on that
to draft a memorial to Congress requesting the admittance of Florida into the Union, and it was he who
introduced the resolution providing for an adjourned
meeting of the Convention, in the event of the refusal
of Congress to sanction the admission of Florida as a
state.
In 1838 Congress had granted to the Territory the
right to a council of two branches, and in 1840 Walker
Anderson was chosen to represent Escambia County
in the lower house, where he became chairman of two
important committees-on the Judiciary, and that on
Banks.
In the interval since the St. Joseph Convention
discussion had been rife as to the merits of the proposed constitution which was adopted in 1839 by a
small majority. “State” and "No state” had become
the slogans of opposing factions, and many were unconvinced of the desirability of entering the Union.
The outcry against the banks was gaining force ; men
had not as yet adjusted themselves to the changing
political conditions, and the outlook for the legislation
of the session was uncertain. Mr. Anderson’s personality and attainments were well suited to meet the requirements of the situation. His quiet dignity, clear
thinking and facility of expression made for usefulness and gave weight to his political influence.
Underlying the three dominant issues of the day:
bank and anti-bank, state or no state, and abolition,
was the same principle of self-determination, the inherent right of the people to self-government, and an
ardent defense of that sovereignty which they deemed
as “originating and resting in the people” as it had
formerly rested in the crown. The Democratic party
6

Ibid., p. 120.
A Journal of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council.
. . . Jan. 1840, p. 6.
7
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was the conservator of this ideal, and Walker Anderson was one of the foremost exponents in Florida of
the principles of democracy. While steadily loyal to
the Union he saw the Union, he was equally steadfast in his defense of the rights of the states.
At a banquet given Joseph M. White in St. Augustine in December 1838, which probably was the occasion of Mr. Anderson’s first significant public utterance, he made his position clear and struck the
keynote of his future career. Responding to the toast
“West Florida, may her prosperity be commensurate
with her merits” he urged unity of sympathy and purpose, concluding with the words: “The signs of the
times call upon us for union ; the ear be deaf
which does not hear the muttering of the storm on our
northern horizon. To meet it; let us be united, but let
us ever act on the defensive.”
The feeling and the agitation against the banks was
deep-seated. It had its roots in the contention that the
territorial government had no power to create and
charter banks and other corporations pledging the
faith and credit of the people of Florida for the capital
necessary for their operation. Legislation on the subject became one of the lively issues of the session of
1840, and Mr. Anderson took a leading part. He was
the author of a resolution “That the governor be asked
for information on certain bonds issued on the faith
of the territory in aid of certain corporations of this
territory,” and he supported a resolution to “obtain
information on the Union Bank of Tallahassee, the
Bank of Pensacola, and the Southern Life Insurance
and Trust Co. of St. Augustine, as requested by the
Senate of the United States.” His conclusions are
found apparently in his report as chairman of the Judi8Apalachicola Gazette.
Dec. 22,
1838.
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ciary Committee on the question as set forth in the
governor’s message.
The questions at issue were specifically: “1.
Whether the Territory has the right to create banks.
2. Whether after sale of bonds, Congress has the right
to repeal the Act of Incorporation, and annul contracts
made under it. 3. Whether by becoming a state, the
State of Florida can release herself from obligations
entered into as a territory.”
The committee reported the following resolutions
as supporting their conclusions :
(1) Resolved-That the power of the Governor and Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida delegated by Congress over “ a l l rightful subjects of legislation” under that
clause in the constitution which invests Congress with authority “to make all needful rules and regulations respecting the
territory and other property of the United States” does not
extend to the creation of banks with exclusive privileges and
franchises, nor to the issuing of bonds and guaranties in aid
of such institutions, pledging the faith and credit of the people of Florida.
(2) Resolved-That such pledge of the faith and credit of
the people of Florida is null and void.

Mr. Anderson had a high conception of the importance of providing the means of education for the public, and throughout his career lost no opportunity of
aiding this cause. A member of the Committee on
Schools and Colleges of the house, the session of 1840,
he used his influence in every measure suggested for
their benefit, and was the author of an act for raising funds for the education of poor children.
In Pensacola he was no less active in that behalf.
The Pensacola Gazette of September 19, 1846, chronicles a meeting of citizens to consider measures for
the establishment of common schools and a university
in West Florida, and to memorialize the General Assembly on the subject. Mr. Anderson discussed the
9 Journal, 2nd session, 1840 pp. 125-126.
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propositions at length, and having introduced a resolution that a committee be appointed to draft resolutions embodying the sense of the meeting, was made
chairman of that committee. In the following year
the Gazette mentions him as chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the West Florida Collegiate Institute
in Pensacola, and adds that provision had been made
by the board for ten free scholarships.
In 1844 Mr. Anderson was appointed United States
district attorney for the Western District of Florida.
During that year the nationally well-known case of
Jonathan Walker, imprisoned in Pensacola and
charged with the abduction of slaves, demanded his
attention-both in his capacity as district attorney and
as a member of the Florida senate. As chairman of
the Joint Select Committee of house and senate appointed to consider a communication from the governor in regard to correspondence between the British
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society and Jonathan
Walker, Anderson reported in part: “Self protection
is the primary law, and we shall be justified in the
eyes of God and man in defending ourselves from unjust aggressions, though the means of safety may
bring punishment and suffering where it is not most
deserved.”
The Secretary of State of Massachusetts also bestirred himself.
Jonathan Walker himself, in his book, says this
of Mr. Anderson:
10 20, 1847.
11 Journal, 1844, p. 93.
12
House Journal, 1845, p. 29.
13 the Pensacola Gazette, Jan. 25, 1845, there is a letter
from
Branch to District Attorney Anderson calling
his attention to a letter from the Secretary of State of Massachusetts in regard to the case; and, also Mr. Anderson’s
lengthy reply, with details of Jonathan Walker’s imprisonment. The Gazette comments: “Mr. Anderson’s reply sets
forth in dignified language, the
situation.”
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Walker Anderson, District Attorney, who by-the-bye was
the prosecuting officer, is entitled to my thanks for his kindness and humanity towards me both in his private and official
capacity * * * * * * * were he not surrounded by a powerful
slavery influence, any society might be proud of such a member. * * * * * * * For a considerable part of my confinement he
provided me with reading matter and the news of the day, and
in his absence, his kind and amiable wife would supply me with
literary food.

Against the wide-spread and foolish practice of
dueling Mr. Anderson threw the weight of his legislative influence, and proved his faith by his works in
refusing the challenge of Augustus Alston proffered
on some trivial pretext of insult to the Whig party,
a foreshadowing of the spirit of that noble phrase of
much later utterance, “Too proud to fight."
In 1845 Walker Anderson represented his district
in the State senate. The records of this session are
not available, but without doubt he was once more one
of the leaders in legislation.
As the great and long impending crisis drew nearer, he came to the Assembly again and at the session
of 1850 was once more chairman of the house Judiciary Committee. Rut now another committee had
come to be its rival importance: the Committee on
Federal Relations, and he was appointed chairman of
this one also.
Among the achievements of that session was the
creation of a separate supreme court for Florida, a
measure introduced and fostered by Mr. Anderson ;
and three days after the act was approved he was
elected the first chief justice of this newly made supreme court by his colleagues of the Assembly. From
14
The Trial and Imprisonment of Jonathan Walker (Boston, 1845), p. 66.
15 Floridian.
16 Woodrow Wilson, The American of Foreign Birth. Democracy
Today, p. 79.
17
Acts, 1850, p. 121.
18 Journal, 1850, 312.
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many tributes paid him by the press, this one is
selected : The Chief Justice is a citizen of Pensacola. The last Pensacola Gazette which has always been his active political opponent thus speaks of him, “It is with great pleasure that we
announce the election of our fellow citizen Walker Anderson
Esq. as Chief Justice of the State. His habits of thought and
research, his mild and patient temper, his profound legal learning, and his spirit of impartiality combine to qualify him in
an eminent degree for the high office to which he has been
chosen.

The Tallahassee paper adds its own tribute to the
chief justice as “a gentleman of high character and
well established reputation as a lawyer.”
Other measures of the session engaging Mr.
Anderson’s especial interest included those which proposed giving the election of judges and United States
senators to the people.
But transcending all else was the ever-growing
menace arising out of the differences between the
North and the South on the question of states’ rights.
Early in the session Mr. Anderson had been made a
member of a committee of the house to confer with a
committee of the senate on the subject, and moreover
his chairmanship of the Federal Relations Committee
brought the matter to his especial attention. The principal issues at stake at that time were the proposed
repeal by Congress of the Fugitive Slave Law, and the
failure to extend the Missouri line of compromise.
Governor Brown had in his message of November
1850 said that repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law would
be considered the declared desire of the North to abrogate the constitution, and in such an event he asked
the Legislature to give him authority to call a convention of Southern States. The sentiment of the
19 doubtless is from the pen of Benjamin D. Wright,
who later was to hold the same high office.
20 Rerick, Memoirs of Florida (Atlanta, 1902), p. 224.
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House was divided on this proposition, but both parties
agreed in denouncing any interference with the institution of slavery as a flagrant usurpation. In the
light of his previous history it follows that Mr. Anderson is found in the vanguard of those who upheld the
constitutional right of any state to secede as a refuge
from oppression.
The political situation as it affected the South, the
reaction towards it of the people of Florida, and Mr.
Anderson’s own attitude are definitely portrayed in
the report of the Federal Relations Committee which
he as chairman signed and submitted, and which he
probably in a large
wrote:
* * * * * * * But while the Committee are not prepared to
recommend secession or revolution on account of the enactment
of the Compromise measures, yet they regard the spirit which
prompted them, illustrated and developed by a thousand other
anti-slavery demonstrations, as so malignant in its designs
and so obdurate in its purposes, as to leave but little hope
that its aggressions, unless resisted, will stop short of the ruin
into which it is seeking to drive us.
The clamor at the North for the repeal of the fugitive
slave bill, the late free soil triumphs in Ohio and Massachusetts-the open defiance of the law in the City of Boston and
elsewhere, its formal nullification in the State of Vermont are
the chill and dark shadows thrown before by the coming events
which they portend. * * * * * * *
Concession by the South, for the sake of the Union, has
now been made to the very verge of dishonor, and every
Southern heart revolts at submission to further injustice. * * *
For her love of the Union, the South may proudly appeal
to the past, for her greater love of liberty, let her now appeal
to the future.

The Montgomery and Pensacola Rail Road. - In the
Florida senate journal, session of 1842, a letter had
appeared from Walker Anderson, commissioner, to
Governor Call in regard to the condition of the Bank
of Pensacola. It was dated June 12, 1841, and said in
21 Journal, 1850, pp. 166-173.
22 Journal, 1842, p. 5.
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part: “The Bank is now doing no business except collecting its dues, and the operations on the Rail Road
continue to be suspended.” The rail road referred to;
the first projected in Florida, had been begun to be
built by New York and Philadelphia capitalists, and
as early as 1837 the road-bed had been graded for a
distance of thirty miles in the direction of Columbus,
Georgia, its intended terminus. Clamor against the
banks and objections raised to the issue of bonds for
carrying on the work, together with the financial panic
and depression of 1837 had wrecked its prospects and
caused its indefinite suspension.
When, in 1849, the desirability of connecting Pensacola with the cotton-growing area to the north and
to the rail road system of the country again came to
the fore, a public meeting was held in the town hall of
Pensacola to revive interest in the matter. Walker
Anderson was made a committee to embody the sense
of the meeting and to put some process in motion for
developing its plans. At a consequent convention held
in Montgomery on December 3 for the purpose of organizing the Montgomery and Pensacola Rail Road,
Pensacola was represented by Benjamin D. Wright,
W. H. Chase, 0. M. Avery, and Walker Anderson. Mr.
Anderson was made chairman of the convention ; and
the account of the proceedings includes a, complimentary resolution tendering “thanks to the Hon. Walker
Anderson for the able and dignified manner in which
he has discharged the duties of his office.”
After many vicissitudes the road was at length
completed from Montgomery to Pensacola in 1860.
Notwitstanding the enthusiasm of the Montgomery
convention, in the following year, 1850, a plank road

24 Gazette, Oct. 20, 1849.
25 Gazette, Dec. 15, 1849.
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was projected north from Pensacola and was an -issue
in the election held then, Walker Anderson favoring
the building of the road winning a seat in the house to
represent Escambia County. The enterprise was successfully launched according to the Pensacola Gazette
and a board of directors chosen of which Mr. Anderson was chairman. It is interesting today, in view of
the present advancement of transportation, to view
in fancy that gathering of earnest men and listen to
Mr. Anderson’s stirring appeal, as recorded by the
Gazette, in favor of the plank road and his arguments
to prove its advantages over the rail road.
In 1848 Walker Anderson was appointed Navy
Agent for the port of Pensacola, he having charge of
the purchasing and other business affairs, of the navy
yard and the Navy in that district. During two terms
in this office he was active in developing the live-oak
plantation on Pensacola Bay near Town Point, planned to furnish timber for future ship-building operations of the Navy. The large trees still found there
might be regarded in part as a result of his fostering
care.
Another office held by Mr. Anderson was brigade
judge advocate of the First Brigade, Florida Militia,
with the rank of major, to which he was appointed in
1849.
No better declaration of Walker Anderson’s political creed could be found than is contained in an address delivered by him in Pensacola in celebration of
the election of Polk to the presidency. In ringing
26 Gazette, Sept. 28, 1849; Oct. 12, 1850.
27 Gazette, Jan. 22, 1848; Feb. 21, 1848.
28 oak timbers recently taken from the water of Commodore’s Pond on the naval reservation on Pensacola Bay, and
used for the rebuilding of the frigate Constitution, may well
have come from this plantation during this period.
29 Gazette, Jan. 12, 1850.
30 Gazette, Dec. 14, 1844.
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terms he describes the victory as “a triumph over Federalism and Adams * * * * * * * * as Democracy triumphant in the person of Thomas Jefferson, and the
high-souled, pure-hearted Andrew Jackson * * * * * *
a triumph of dear reason and steady principle over
blind zeal and mere reckless devotion to a party
leader.” Of the newly elected he says in language
strangely familiar today : “They will not give to the
favored few the privilege of controlling the finances
of the country, thus making themselves rich and the
people poor; they will not add to the swollen hoards
of the manufacturer at the expense of the consumer.”
And the address concludes with a prophetic appeal
for unity, adding: “We will soon need to be bonded
together as brothers for the protection of our altars.”
A summary of Judge Anderson’s life and work
would be incomplete without reference to him as .a
churchman. A member of the Episcopal church by
inheritance, he gave his earnest efforts to its establishment in his adopted State, both in his home parish,
Christ Church, Pensacola, and in the newly made Diocese of Florida.
He died in Pensacola on January 18, 1857.

JULIA J. YONGE
31
Fairbanks, Early Churchman of Florida, Jacksonville, 1889.
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THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE, COUNCIL OF FLORIDA
AT PENSACOLA, JULY 22, 1822
The legislative council of Florida met and organized at Pensacola on the 22d July. The governor administered the oath to the members to support the constitution of the United States, &c. A motion was made
by Mr. Miller to proceed to elect. a president-the
council adjourned without going into an election. On
the 23d the council having met, Mr. Bronaugh was
called to the chair, when they proceeded to elect a
president, and the choice was unanimous of James C.
Bronaugh, esq. of Pensacola.
The president then made his acknowledgments to
the council, in the following neat and appropriate
address.
Gentlemen of the legislative council:
The flattering manner in which you have called me
to preside over this honorable body, has excited in my
mind emotions which I shall not attempt to describe.
I should, however, do great injustice to my feelings,
were I to withhold from you an expression of my sincere and greatful acknowledgments for this distinguished mark of your confidence.
Conscious of possessing but little practical experience of the forms of legislation, I am but too sensible
of my inadequacy to discharge the duties of the station assigned me, in a manner calculated to meet even
your most just expectations-I therefore assume its
functions with great diffidence, and the most anxious
solicitude for the result-confidently relying on your
liberality for a charitable indulgence of any errors
1 the official records of this session are lost,
hence this account of the proceedings through August 9 is reprinted from Niles’ Register, vol. XXIII, pp. 23-25 (Sept. 14,
1822). We are indebted to Miss Dorothy Dodd, who is well
known to readers of the QUARTERLY, for the transcription.
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which I may commit, and on your wisdom for guidance and support-all I dare promise, is rectitude of
intention, strict impartiality, and a constant, zealous
exertion, on my part, so to discharge the duties assigned me, as to merit your approbation.
As the first legislative body assembled in this territory, we are called upon to perform a task of great
importance to its future welfare-we are required to
lay the foundation of the laws and government of a
Territory, which, at present, although but little known,
is perhaps destined, at no very distant day, to become
one of the most wealthy and respectable members of
the American confederacy. Let us, therefore, unite in
the work with harmony and good will, and by the usefulness of our labors, satisfy the expectations of the
people of Florida, and justify the confidence of the
president and congress of the United States.
The council then proceeded to elect their officerswhen John Coppinger Connor was chosen clerk and
Jabez N. Brown was elected sergeant at arms.
The council being now organized,
Mr. Murray moved, that the governor be informed
that the legislative council is now ready to proceed
to business. And Messrs. Miller and Gaither were
appointed a committee for that purpose.
Mr. Miller reported, that the committee had waited
on the governor and received for answer, that he
would immediately communicate his message to the
council.
On motionMessrs. Law, Call and Murray, were appointed a
committee to draft rules and regulations for the house.
A message was received from the governor, by
col. Walton, secretary, and was read as follows:
Gentlemen of the legislative council:
Circumstances, over which we had no controul,
have prevented us from meeting earlier; I trust how2
See Knauss, William Pope DuVal, Fla. Hist. Soc. QUARTERLY, XI, 103.
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ever, no serious inconvenience will result from the
delay.
Permit me to your attention to some few of the
many subjects on which you will find it necessary to
legislate-the superior courts for this territory cannot exercise jurisdiction in matters of debt or contract, under one hundred dollars ; inferior courts
ought, therefore, to be established for the purpose of
adjucating upon such small sums, and with such further powers as may be thought expedient and warranted by the organic law-as also to be intrusted with
the controul over roads, mills, ferries, and other matters of police within their respective counties. They
should also possess the power to try all offenders in
penal and criminal cases, not made capital by the acts
of congress.
Some provisions are also required by which the
causes now pending in the several courts of Florida
may be transferred to the superior courts, and to such
inferior tribunals as you may create.
In all cases of a penal or criminal character the
common law is better calculated, than any other, to
secure the accused a fair and impartial trial. By the
act of congress establishing the government of the
territory of Florida, the laws in force at the passage
of the act, not inconsistent with the constitution and
the laws of the United States relating to Florida, as
declared by the act, shall continue in force, until
altered, modified or repealed by the legislature.
The uncertainty as to the laws actually in force in
Florida, renders it your duty to give to the territory
the basis of such a code, as can be clearly and certainly understood by the great body of the people. The
civil code, as in force under the Spanish government,
was not always the
in her several provinces :
many of her laws were of necessity local in their character, and rested decrees, and ordinances not now to
be obtained.
I advise, therefore, that the common. law be
adopted as the basis of our code, engrafting upon it
such provisions of the civil law, as are best calculated
to secure to our citizens an ample, speedy and certain
redress for any injuries they, may sustain.
That there exist serious objections to the common
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law, cannot be denied. Too often we see justice yielding her best and most sacred rights to the skill of the.
cunning pleader, or fettered under its unbending
forms and rigid rules ; yet, divest it of these evils ;
call in the aid of the civil law to simplify the rules
and forms of judicial proceeding, and to do away the
absurd fictions on which several of the common law
actions rest, and you may combine whatever is excellent in both systems, and avoid what is objectionable
in either, as a distinct code. The civil law has long
been in force in Florida; the titles to real and personal
estate being founded upon it you cannot make any
radical alteration so as to affect existing rights.
It will readily occur to you, gentlemen, that a revenue is indespensably necessary to meet the expenses
which must arise in the execution of our local laws ;
and the subjects proper for taxation, to meet this object, will claim your attention.
Gentlemen of the legislative council, the subjects
on which you will necessarily be compelled to legislate,
are so various, that, to call your attention specially to
each of them, would be as tedious as it is unnecessary.
To regulate with prudence and wisdom the government of the territory, is not less your desire than mine.
The interest, feeling and wishes of the people who have
lately become citizens of the United States, ought to
be consulted, and treated with candor and liberality.
Let us, by our acts, prove to them, that they are regarded by us as brothers of the same great family.
Gentlemen, I rely with confidence on your support,
and, with candor and promptness on my part, you
shall ever find me ready to sanction and execute such
of your acts as will tend to the harmony and prosperity of our new country. That Florida will, in a
few years, assume a rank among the states of our
great and happy, union, if her citizens are united and
her government just and wise, cannot be doubted.
On these great principles then, let us all cordially
unite to encrease the respectability and wealth of our
country, by inviting into our territory a population
active and enterprising, and by promoting her agriculture and commerce., Your fellow citizen,
Pensacola, July 22, 1822.
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The legislative council of Florida appear to be
diligently engaged in the discharge of their duties.
As the business of their first session embraces, as far
as practicable, the enactment of a general code of laws
for the territory, it is both important and arduous.
Down to the 9th of August many bills had been under
consideration and some of the most interesting had
finally passed. Among the former were bills to raise
a revenue-to regulate civil proceedings and chancery
proceedings - to regulate damages on bills of exchange-to establish inferior courts-to regulate
descents-bills concerning awards and arbitration,
proceedings on attachments-to prevent frauds and
perjuries-for the distribution of intestate estatesfor regulating executions, &c.
The bill providing for the election of a delegate to
congress had been matured and passed. By this bill
the have extended the right of suffrage to soldiers, sailors, and marines, in the public service. On
this principle, however, the council was nearly divided ;
a motion being made to exclude that description of
persons from voting for delegates to congress, it was
rejected by the casting vote of the president, Mr.
Bronaugh. The members in favor of granting the
privilege, were Messrs. Gaither, Hanham, Miller, and
White ; those against it were Messrs. Call, Law, Murray, and Reynolds.
The territory has been, by one of the acts, divided
into four counties-in the St. John’s and Duvalin the west, Escambia and Jackson.
The following resolution was adopted by the council on the 9th of August, and a committee appointed to
draft a memorial accordingly.
Resolved, by the legislative council of the territory
of Florida, that a respectful memorial ought to be
addressed to the president of the United States, upon
3 Ibid., p. 104.
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the subjects of general interest to the inhabitants of
this territory, and particularly to request his excellency to direct the officers of engineer corps, who
are expected shortly to make a survey of Tampa bay,
by order of the secretary of war, to explore the interior of the country, and report to the governor of
this territory the most eligible place for the permanent
seat of government, and to lay out the nearest practicable road from St. Augustine to the place designated,
and from thence to Pensacola.
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THE RECORDS OF
PANTON, LESLIE & COMPANY
A Claim of John Forbes & Company for
Cattle Killed by the Indians
Prospect Bluff Appalachicola River
6th. April 1815

Gentlemen
In consequence of advices which I lately received
of Mr John Innerarity one of the partners of the firm
of Messrs. John Forbes & Co. of Pensacola, I have the
honor of submitting to your consideration the following particulars.
That on the arrival of Captain
Woodbine,
His Britannic Majesty’s agent to the Creek Indians I
was employed by the firm of Mr Forbes as agent to
their Establishment for Indian trade at this place,
which employment I held for several years before his
arrival ; wishing to aid His Majesty’s
at the
Solicitation of Captn. Woodbine, I relinquished my
charge of their affairs and accepted the Employment
of Store Keeper under His Majesty.
By these Means the affairs of Mr Forbes has been
in a great Measure exposed, and of course a considerable loss has accrued to them in part of their property
formerly in my charge (as they could not get any
person to venture their person amongst the Indians
who was capable of Managing their affairs) It therefore becomes my duty to State that a Considerable
Stock of Cattle has been nearly destroyed by the Indian Allies of His Britannic Majesty. Several of the
Horses carried off and the following Negroes, who
NOTE-These documents are in continuation of the series,
survivals of the records of Panton, Leslie & Co. and its successor John Forbes & Co., the publication of which has been
continuous in the QUARTERLY. These are in the possession of
Mrs. John W. Greenslade who has transcribed them.
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are now on the Bluff, the restoration of them appears
doubtfull, to Wit-Billy & Lally & their children
Cressy, Flora Beek, Cynthia & NeroStephen & his wife Cynthia- Tom a House ServantI make these particulars known to you that you may
be pleased to act therein as in Your wisdom shall
deem expedientI am &c
EDMUND DOYLE
P.S.
Since writing the above I am informed that Negro
Tom mentioned herein went Yesterday down to the
BayThe Value of the Cattle can only be
ascertained by having the few now left collected and a
reference to the Books of this Establishment now in
Pensacola, Wherein a particular account of their
Value is noted E . D .
To the Honble. R. C. Spencer Captn. R. [oyal]
N. [avy]
and Robert Gamble Esqr.
*

*

*

Pensacola 2d May 1815
The Honourable the Commissioners
for Victualling his Majesty’s Navy
London
Debtors to John Forbes & Co.

for the amount of upwards of four hundred
Heads of Cattle of different sizes and ages Killed
by the Red Stick Indian allies of His Britannic
Majesty in the Creek Nation at a time of
extreme distress for want of provisions as p .
account of same kept in the Books at their
Establishment at Prospect Bluff on the River
Appalachicola ..................................................... $2,668 3
Deduct
The value of 50 Heads which is reported still
exists
on
the
Cattle
range
400
Dollars 2,268
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Gentlemen
In consequence of the Communication made to
by our late agent at Appalachicola Mr. Edmund Doyle
in his letter under date of the 6th ulto you have as
above stated an account of the prime cost & charges
of a stock of Cattle killed and made use of by the
Indian Allies of His Britannic Majesty. The circumstance of our Cattle being killed is notorious & known
to some of the officers now on board the Cydmus &
who were stationed at Prospect Bluff. You can receive of them further details concerning the Cattle if
deemed necessary. The extreme distress the Garrison
at the Bluff has often been reduced to, obliged the Indians to trespass on the Holders of Cattle in the
vicinity.
We are Gentlemen Respectfully
your obt. humble servants
John Forbes & Company
The Honble. Captain Spencer, R.[oyal] N. [avy]
& Robert Gamble Esqr
Commissioners etc. etc.
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Marie Abernathy, Jacksonville Beach
Albertson Public Library, Orlando
Mrs. B. F. Bullard, Savannah, Ga.
John C. Charles, Jacksonville Beach
Occie Clubbs, Pensacola
Mrs. Trusten P. Drake, Ocala
Clayton E. Enig, Washington, D. C.
Kenneth Friedman, Jacksonville
Fred H. Gibbons, Archer
Spessard L. Holland, Bartow
Rev. Michael Kenny, Spring Hill College, Alabama
Lake Worth Public Library, Lake Worth
Mrs. E. W. Lawson, Jacksonville
E. B. O’Kelley, Jacksonville
Rev. Diomede Pohlkamp, Hamilton, 0.
Robert Ranson, St. Augustine
J. Harry Schad, Baltimore, Md.
Joseph C. Stehlin, Jacksonville
Bates M. Stovall, Jacksonville
J. J. Tigert, Gainesville
Elizabeth H. West, Lubbock, Texas
DuVal West, San Antonio, Texas
H. S. Winters, DeLand
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